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July 2, 2019 
 
 
Dear Greater Los Angeles Area Council Scouters, 
 
Thank you for the leadership and support you provide to the youth of the Greater Los Angeles Area Council (GLAAC) 
youth.  Your devotion to Scouting is greatly appreciated.   
 
This year many rumors have been circulating about the future of Scouting, but we can assure you that we (GLAAC) are 
experiencing the third month of straight membership growth council-wide and are on track to have growth in record time in 
2019. However, our council and other neighboring councils are facing another set of challenges unique to California.  
 
It is not a secret that there has been an increase in record breaking forest fires across all of California, but fire insurance 
premiums have also risen significantly. Our council just took part in its annual insurance renewal process. In just the fire 
premiums alone our council saw an increase of 80% which translates to $67,672 more than in 2018. While those numbers are 
significant, they are the lowest compared to our neighboring local councils some of which saw increases in the $250,000+ 
range. 
 
Due to rising costs of all insurance coverages (specifically fire insurance as noted above) the Greater Los Angeles Area 
Council has reached a decision to increase our current $12 insurance surcharge per registered member to $24 for the 2020 
charter renewal year. To continue to be totally transparent and assist you with your unit budget planning for 2020 we wanted 
to give you the most time possible to prepare for this increase. Please keep in mind that overall our council saw an increase of 
just over $136,000 versus the 2018 insurance premiums total. This increased amount was not budgeted and in a non-profit 
business such as ours it is difficult to find $136,000 of unbudgeted funds to balance the budget each year. We want to be 
perfectly honest, this may not be the last time our fire insurance premiums rise as a direct result of the wild fires California 
continues to experience. Our promise however is to ensure that as soon as we are made aware of these increases you will be 
made aware as soon as possible. 
 
To help you with the breakdown of what is expected from each registered youth/adult for 2020 Scouting Year please see 
below: 
- Current (2019) BSA Registration Fee $45* per Scout/Adult                                                                
(National BSA Fees $33 + Insurance Fees $12) *Not including Boys’ Life subscription 
 
- 2020 BSA Registration Fee $57* per Scout/Adult                                                                                    
(National BSA Fees $33 + Insurance Fees $24) *Not including Boys’ Life subscription 
 
Thank you for your understanding of this important matter. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact your 
Scouting representative at the Council Service Center in Los Angeles or Pasadena at 213-413-4400. 
 
Thank you for your support of Scouting! 
 
 
 
 
Timothy R. Greenleaf   Travis J. Williams, Ph.D.   Charlie Wilson  
Council President               Council Commissioner   Director of Support Services 
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